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They very candidly but bitterly talked about their relationship 
and the physical exploitation by their husbands. They said their 
desire was to share an emotionally gratifying relationship with their 
husbands to that they could share and discuss their problems and 
anxieties. But to their dismay they found their husbands singularly 
insensitive toward the women's need. Man would share their 
problems with their mother or brother and women could do 
nothing but watch and suffer that situation with chagrin. At one 
moment the men would beat the women and next moment he 
would expect her to respond to his physical need. The woman if 
she dares to deny, would get a good beating with a very affronting 
and objectifying question, "If you don't want to comply to my 
physical desire, why have | brought you?" The woman, feeling 
humiliated and fed-up would comply, thinking the tired man would 
sleep and she would get some peace. Would she? No, she never 
can. The woman is a mere object for the fulfillment of a man's 
physical needs. At the same time, it is not that women are always 
averse to such relations, but as a young woman said, "If both of 
us desire, it is fine - but if one doesn't, it is very humiliating. 


- from Sanchetana's Annual Report 1983-84 
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_ Preface. 


The following report is based on interviews with men who live in one of Anmedabad's poorest 
slums. The study explores the Perpetrator's Story in Domestic Violence. In simple terms, it tries to 
understand why some men beat their wives. The report profiles men's perceptions and behaviour 
in relation to spousal violence and the various forms of responses of family and community. It 
looks at the interplay among personal, socio-cultural, structural and environmental factors that 
influence this kind of violence. 


The focus of the study is on partner abuse against women, in an attempt to provide a full picture 
to that of the survivors. With this, we hope to evolve a deeper understanding, to develop effective 
strategies for change. A detailed, and moving account of the women's side of the story, the 
survivors of domestic violence, has already been brought out in the form of an earlier report 
"Angst, Theirs and Ours", 2001. The present study comes as a sequel to this. 


it is our hope that the report promotes greater dialogue among individuals and groups concerned 
about combating violence against women. 


Authors 


Our report about the survivors 
of Domestic Violence, 2001 


Violence against women is a problem that exists due to gender inequities within social structures 
and cultural norms that condone males' use of power and control over women. Women often 
internalize the male "right" to violence. This creates social pressure, which prevents other women 
from resisting violence and weakens female solidarity. The concept that violence against women 
especially spouse abuse, is a private family matter is a common attitude within the community that 
challenges public forms of intervention. The price of this ethical dilemma that the community faces 
could be preventable death, serious injury, or persistent mental and physical health problems. 


IN THIS REPORT 

After providing a brief overview, the report describes the ‘research methodology’ of the study in 
chapter 2, followed by a chapter about the ‘background’. Chapter 4 ‘looks into the minds of men’, 
his general views about gender equity and women's status. The report slowly moves into more 
intricate details about the respondent's attitudes towards his own wife and profiles the 
psychological makeup of men, and perpetrators in particular. Chapter 6 describes 'the response 
systems’ available to couples in domestic violence, living in slums. A synthesis of the information, 
which reveals the double standards that exist in society, appears in chapter 7, providing (and 
titled) 'a world of contradictions’. There are some interesting cross tabulations that have helped to 


bring out the above mentioned. Wherever possible, disaggregated data has been provided for 
perpetrators and non-perpetrators. 


know that these abusive experiences belong to someone and it is easy to ignore its severity until it 
IS personalized. 


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


The above is a broad, all-inclusive definition. We needed to limit the study. 
Essentially, domestic violence is an abuse of power. It is the domination, 
coercion, intimidation and victimization of one person (wife) by another 
(husband) within intimate relationships. Thus, the UN Convention on the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) calls it the most 
pervasive form of violence. The section on research methodology provides 
further explanation. 


RELEVANCE OF THE STUDY 

It was earlier felt that domestic violence against women is too sensitive a 
topic to be explored in a population based survey as shame, self blame and 
fear of further violence will prevent women from discussing their 
experiences. However, community based research, has been successfully 
conducted across various countries, as also seen in our own experience 
with 'Angst', which covered the extent, nature, severity and frequency of 
different forms of Domestic violence on the survivor. With ethical and 
safety considerations taking centre-stage, we realized that many women 
found participating in the research beneficial. 


However, very little is known about the perpetrator's side of the story. While all men are not 
perpetrators, we wanted to explore the traits in husbands who did not hesitate ‘to raise their 
hand' at a provocation. Was it their socialization in a male superior society where men are treated 
like god...where physical aggression towards women is tolerated and often legitimized? Is there 
confusion, a gray area, about what is culturally non-controversial beating (like parents punishing 
children) and being wrongly violent? Why, ultimately, do some men beat their wives? We delved 
into the perception they hold and behaviour towards their most intimate partners and what 
provokes them to turn barbaric. 


As in many countries around the world, the issue of violence against women in India was 
unrecognized in the public sphere as women suffering from abuse continue to tolerate the 
situation in silence. Perpetrators are unpunished. Though a lot of the men we spoke to said that 
many battered women do report to the nearby police station, our field experience over the past 
20 years is that this might be exaggerated. Most cases of violence are not reported to authorities 
due to a lack of effective systems response. With no reliable statistics existing, the severity and 
scope of the problem remain unclear. The combination of underreporting and poor statistical data 
has helped to limit awareness of the problem in the public sphere. In our case, team members 
living and working in the study site as Community Health Workers acted as key informants 


through our quest for answers. 


AS WE BEGAN TO BUILD A BASE 

A multitude of international reports on the status of women from developing and industrialized 
countries suggests the widespread prevalence of gender-based violence. The reports indicate that 
violence against women occurs in several forms including intimate partner violence or wife abuse, 
homicide in the family, sexual harassment, sexual assault, forced prostitution and rape. The most 
pervasive form of violence against women is abuse by a husband or intimate male partner. 


The United Nations defines gender-based abuse as m= or sufterins te 
“hay ve of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological har 9 


ee ing i ic or private life”. 
women, including threats of such acts, or coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or p 


ral, besides 
Violence against women poses a serious obstacle to womens labia aca 
the huge health burden. Women in abusive relationships are also more vulnera 
STDs/HIV/AIDS as they are unable to protect themselves. 


While reviewing relevant literature, we realized there has been little useful eee Coe 
who perpetrate domestic violence. We tried hard to locate studies that would provi ities 
analysis and an information base for this unusual and sensitive study. However, very : 
available. And some that had were all typical western models, unsuitable for replication in our 
context. Many concluded their study by blaming patriarchy. Published research seem to have 
methodological deficiencies that included biased samples (include only those referred for 
treatment), retrospective designs, and inadequate or absent control groups. 


Reports reveal that perpetrators are often young, troubled, unemployed and of low self esteem 
(Duluth Study, 1986) They have often experienced abuse themselves. However, these factors Gp 
not justify their abusive behavior® The 'Power and Control Wheel’ is a conceptual way of looking 
at the primary tactics abusers use against their partners. This model was developed by the 
battered women's group in Duluth, Minnesota. This wheel represents the entire system of 
battering. At the hub is the batterer's need to get and keep power and control over his or her 
partner's life (even wives beat their husbands). Each spoke of the wheel represents one of the 
tactics that may be used to control her, like using isolation, denying and blaming, usINg Coercion 
and threats etc. The rim of physical and sexual violence surrounds and supports the spokes. It 
holds the system together and gives it strength. 


USING 
INTIMIDATION 
Making her afraid by using 
looks, actions, gestures * 
smashing things * destroying 
her property * abusing pets 
* displaying weapons. 


USING 
COERCION AND 
THREATS 

Making and/or carrying out threats 
to do something to hurt her * 
threatening to leave her to 
commit suicide to report 
her to welfare*making 
her drop charges * 
making her do 
illegal things. 


USING 
ECONOMIC 
ABUSE 
Preventing her from getting or 
keeping a job * making her ask for 
money * giving her an allowance * taking 
her money * not letting her know 
about or have access to family income. 


Putting her down * making her 
feel bad about herself * calling her 
names * making her think she's crazy * 
playing mind games * humiliating her * 
making her feel guilty. 


USING ISOLATION 
Controlling what she does, who 
she sees and talks to, what she 
reads, where she goes * limiting 
her outside involvement * 
using jealousy to 
justify actions. 


USING MALE PRIVILEGE 
Treating her like a servant * making all 
the big decisions * acting like the 
“master of the castle” * being the 
one to define men's and 
women's roles. 


USING 
CHILDREN |DENYING 
Making her fee! guilty 
about the children * using the 
children to relay messages * 
using visitation to harass her 
* threatening to take the 
children away. 


Making light of the abuse and 
not taking her concerns about it 
seriously * saying the abuse didn't 
happen “ shifting responsibility 
for abusive behavior * 
Saying she caused it. 
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® Battering is never an isolated behaviour. These actions are strategi pattern 

nie gies, not sudden flashes of uncontrolled anger. It i 
physical assault designed to control the victim's life. On the other hand, abuse is behaviour designed to corteeal ail: saliniake oneal 
Person through the use of fear, humiliation, and verbal or physical assault. 


survivor goes through in a sequence of tension building (by criticism, angry gesture), violence 
(physical and sexual attacks) and seduction (by apologies, blaming, gifts) by the perpetrator. In 
that sense, it is a useful frame in viewing cases of domestic violence. 


Traditionally, non-governmental organizations have been at the forefront of campaigns to address 
important human rights issues affecting communities. Issues that are sensitive in nature, 
challenging attitudes, structures and systems within societies are often neglected in normal 
sectors. It is here that autonomous women's groups and NGOs have played a crucial role in raising 
the issue in the public sphere and initiating action. Historically rooted in activism, their creative and 
innovative approaches have been instrumental in breaking the silence. 


Domestic violence should be treated as an important issue for government because apart from the 
immediate sufferings of those involved, it hampers long-term development of individuals and 
society at large. Like other public health issues, it must be tackled at all levels of the health care 
system. Health systems and medical professionals, particularly emergency room staff, are often 
the first to confront injuries and problems related to violence cases. Without proper mechanisms to 
identify and support systems to treat these cases, survivors would continue to go undetected and 
untreated. 


"Making Domestic Violence a social issue is a 
matter of loosing prestige, it should be confined within the 
four walls of a house"; 35 years old perpetrator, a daily wager 
by occupation. 
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To understand why domestic violence occurs, we felt the need to examine the psychological 
makeup and background of perpetrators and the natural history of those who develop non-violent 
ways of handling the conflict inherent in close interpersonal relationships. Violence towards 
women occurs in a specific cultural context of discrimination against women. However, not all 
men raised in such culture are violent. 


OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

1. To understand men's perspective of domestic violence 

2. To find out if the perpetrators are aware of the adverse effects of domestic violence on the 
health of the victims (women and children) 

3. To formulate appropriate Strategies to reduce the occurrence of domestic violence 


SAMPLE SIZE AND SAMPLING TYPE 


Since we have been working in the study area for sometime now, we initially listed the 
households. In all, a total of 875 households were listed. 


Keeping the objectives of the Study in mind, it was considered appropriate to draw a sample of 15 
percent from the listed households. A sample of 130 households was drawn using random number 
tables. The sample consisted of one €ver-married man in a household in the age group of 16 to 60 


irrespective of the marital status at the time of interview. The youngest married man interviewed 
was 19 years of age. 


There were some changes in the actual samples studied. In case of 13 households that were 
selected using the random numbers table, the households did not have married men. They were 
either headed by widows, or did not have married men, or the members could not be contacted. 
They were replaced by substitutes. The households falling either before or after in the random 


number list were selected as substitutes. 10 households did not give consent and had to be 


dropped. They too were replaced. However, in the final analysis, we could contact and 
survey 120 households only. Thus the actual sample was smaller by 10 households. 


From the selected house, one ever-married man was interviewed (where there were more 
than one married man and within the age group mentioned above) which was left largely to 


the discretion of the interviewer. The respondent was selected irrespective of him being a 
perpetrator of domestic violence or not. 


This study is about perpetrators of physical abuse. Though we would have liked to include 
perpetrators of other forms of domestic violence in the study, we limited the scope because 
this is the most obvious and visible form of abuse. On the other hand, psychological and 
verbal violence is an integral part of physical abuse. It might have been difficult to explain 
and elicit information exclusively about sexual or psychological abuse. 


All those respondents who had beaten their wives in the last one month have been 
identified as perpetrators. It is being assumed that those men, who did not beat their wives 
during this period, are non-perpetrators of spousal violence. 


The survey revealed 27 perpetrators and 93 non-perpetrators of domestic violence. 


DESIGNING THE INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

A detailed questionnaire was prepared to help explore men's perception and behaviour 
related to domestic violence. A Focus Group Discussion of ----men from across 5 slums 
helped to provide views and insight of the community and in the use of appropriate 
language for such a sensitive topic. The questionnaire was fine-tuned by inputs from 
experts in the field, and by field-testing it in a similar slum. This helped to increase the 
comfort level of the researcher and also indicated where the respondent hesitated to 
answer. 


The questionnaire was divided into 4 sections, in accordance with the objectives of the 
study and for the purpose of building rapport. The questions moved gradually towards 
more personal and complex ones. We realized that respondents sometimes tended to 
answer according to ‘what was expected of them’ rather than-the truth. Since*the health 
team is in constant interaction with many of the respondents, there might have been an 
urge to impress. Thus, counter- checking and bridging questions was placed at specific 
intervals. (Refer Appendix A and B for the interview schedule and consent form, 
respectively) 


THE INVESTIGATOR 
A young woman researcher investigated most of the respondents, accompanied in most 
cases by the local Community Health Worker (CHW). Since the organization implements a 
Community Health Program in the slum and each CHW has an allotted area for home visits, 
the CHWs acted as an important informant and helped the process of data collection by 
their credibility and rapport with the people. This helped to elicit personal, intimate facts. 
Because the study evoked 6 lot of curiosity in the community, the CHWs also helped to 
ensure privacy, safety and confidentiality by subtly keeping other family members and 
‘curious onlookers at bay. 
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vestigator was anxious about her age. “Would they like to reveal inside stories to 
| she would ask, expressing her doubt. But the response on 


Another issue of concern was interviewing respondents 
who were under the influence of alcohol. However, most respondents spoke with seriousness and 


ed that they even conducted most of their business transactions despite 
dmit though, that on a few occasions, 


pondent kept ‘mum' because “you are 
Sometimes, respondents would talk 


initially, the in 
me...Would they feel | a understand? 
the first few days helped to reassure her. 


comprehension. We observ 
this state. A few had to be interviewed again. We must a 


she did face awkward moments like the time an elderly res 


like my daughter...this (the questionnaire) is inappropriate” 
even walk off, in the middle of an interview. And the team would feel let 


with disrespect and 
en, a process of 


down. What kept us going was the fact that somewhere in the minds of these m 
change had begun. They had started questioning themselves. 


A consent form accompanied every interview schedule. Since majority of the respondents were 
either illiterate or had low literacy levels, oral consent (respondent hears the content of the form 
and gives a thumb impression) or consent by proxy (where another person, close to the respondent 
signs on his behalf, after hearing the form) was taken. Few gave written consent. No individual 
identifiers appeared on the schedule. All case histories have used pseudonyms. 


Your household has been selected because the sampling method we used has picked you up 
The information we gather from you will be kept confidential and will not be used against you 
You will not be forced to answer any question against your will 

You could discontinue the interview, whenever you feel uncomfortable with any of 

the questions 

Your identity will not be revealed in any case 


We noticed that the respondents were cautious and far from gullible. They insisted that they would 
give their consent on paper only after the entire interview was over, not after just reading out the 
consent form. We tried hard to convince them that the form would help to safeguard their own 
interests. But since it was a new feature for them, the community felt suspicious. This also 
exposed another aspect of slum life- the fact that they are often exploited by various agencies, 
who make false promises. 


Schedules were canvassed in the local language. Data was analyzed using SPSS software. 
Multivariate cross tabulation was done for relevant determinants. 


The research team checked the forms regularly. In case of discrepancy, the house was revisited. 


"Why does she need to talk to those whom my 


family members or I disapprove", reports a 21 year 
old perpetrator when asked about his wife’s 
behaviour that upsets him. 


round of the study 


The study area, located in one of the slums of Ahmedabad, on the banks of the river Sabarmati, 
offers a heterogeneous mix of people and lifestyles. The slum contains 875 households, each 
with approximately 6 members per family. Many have migrated from different states in search of 
employment, making the Hindu Muslim ratio 66:34. A close look at the residential clusters reveals 
a subtle spatial dominance of communities- though both communities live harmoniously (except 
for the occasional upheaval), certain lanes are dominated by particular communities, like the 
Kahars, Marathis, Bhois, Marwaris, Muslims etc. Some lanes are named after the predominant 
economic activity and offer a lively diversion, as Is the case with Parathe wali gali and Hotel gali. 


A familiarity with most slums in the city prompts us to state that this could be one of the poorest 
slums, with hardly any amenities provided for by the local government. There are no public 
toilets, no private water taps, NO paved roads, no legal electricity connections and hence no 
street lights. Most dwellings are semi pucca and kuchcha. 80% houses contain nuclear families, 
with many instances of locally present natal and marital homes, in the neighboring lanes. 


Most of the men here are either daily wagers (66.70%) or self-employed, together forming 87% 
of the respondents. They work as garage mechanics, handcart-pullers, painters, fishermen, tailors, 
tea stall workers/owner etc. Many of them sell their products at the weekly Sunday Market, on 
the dry riverbed. Very few belong to the salaried class (5.80%) who work at factories, printing 
press or the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation. Thus, the range of employment is vast and 
varied, mostly belonging to the unorganized sector, with another 5.80% of the men remaining 


unemployed. 
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ily i . It is not 
A large proportion of the women of the slum earn to contribute to the aerate femur 
hile the husban 
diy fending for the family, Ww 
uncommon to find the women single hande daily wagers (as 
ate bling. 42.80% wives work as daily g 
most of their earnings either in drinking or gam 
maids, hotel help, cooks) or are self-employed (as tailors, bartering old clothes for UtONmEEEEIES 


tobacco or even alcohol, illegally). Half of them (55%) are Home-Makers. 


This brings us to the unusual location of the slum. As mentioned above, it is located on the river 


bank and in fact, does not exist on the city development maps. Thus, it is literally on ‘marginalized 


land', with negligible amenities provided for. The few public water taps that exist often become 


victims of 'group clashes' when people uproot them in their fight for control of this scarce | 
resource, water. The slum is flanked by a huge Police Station and police quarters on one wide, 
sharing a common wall. However, this proximity does not seem to prevent anti social activities 
such as gambling, selling and consumption of liquor, violence and quarrels. Despite the survey 
reflecting high self-reporting of violence by the women (80% respondents of the survey had heard 
of survivors complaining about their husband to the police but it might be an exaggerated 
impression), it has not prevented the occurrence of domestic violence. 


RESPONDENT PROFILE 
The respondent group comprised of poor men from marginalized sections, which represented 


different incomes, castes, ethnicity, age and marital status. Men we spoke to represented a high 
level of illiteracy (49.20%), with only 30% having attained primary education and the numbers 
decreasing abruptly after high school (10th standard). 73% wives of the respondents were 
illiterate and another 25% had been primary educated. 


The age group of the respondents ranged from 19 years to above 50 years. We spoke to an equal 
number of men of the age group of 19 to 34 years and between the ages of 35 to 49 years. 
15.80% men helped to reflect the views of the senior citizens i.e. above 50 years. 


Early marriage seemed to be the norm for both the men and women. Most husbands had got 
married between the ages of 14 to 17 years (31.7%), followed by 49% respondents who married 
between 21 to 30 years. 35% wives of respondents had got marriage between the age group of 
14 and 17 years, with another 30% marrying between 18 and 22 years. There were cases were 
the husband could not remember his own age (5%) and his spouse's age (11.7%) of tying the 
knot, probably because they were too young then! Out of a total of 120 respondents, 5 husbands 
had married twice (sometimes, living with both wives simultaneously) and another 2 men who had 
married more than twice (and not necessarily Muslims!). Among the surveyed, 5 wives of 
respondents had had 2 marriages. Most families contained 2 to 4 children. 


“Woman should consider their 
husband equal to God and so accept whatever they 
Say or dO", says a vegetable vendor, aged 58 year old husband. 
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Looking into the Minds of Men 


In keeping with the objectives of the study, we looked into the psychological makeup and 
background of the respondents. Studies report that men may show aggression when they feel 
threatened by some interactions with their partner that touches on an area of low self-esteem 
(Romans, Poore and Martin). 


This part of the study attempted to understand how men perceived the role of their wives, to 
examine the difference in their perception of them and in their behaviour towards them. Some 
questions were asked about women in general while some about their wives, in particular. It was 
interesting to note a difference in stance when it came to their own "better half”. 


HOUSE WORK IS NO WORK 

On being asked what their wives did for the family, the interviewer faced an awkward pause in 
most cases. ‘Surely, every one is aware about what women did at home!' Some respondents 
rattled off a list of household chores with disinterest while some others were required to be 
prompted by the survey team. We realized most respondents had hardly ever stopped to think, 
leave alone acknowledge, what their wives did for the family, like washing, cooking, bearing and 
rearing the children and looking after the elders of the family. They identified her social 
responsibilities to include displaying respect to family members, attending community and family 


functions, resolving family matters etc. 
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' in the case of 45% 


tribute ‘ancially to the family income \as 


aay eee yr running a home based activity, husbands tended to ceply 


Ng outside O 


aaens! byw "work". Yet, the 
nowledging this add tional role. Cash earnings were considered WOTFK . y 
E ae n the home front, after 
44 20% husbands) saw no change in the role that the wife played o | | 
,usbands of home-makers if they were willing ‘to 


coming an earning member. When we asked f 


et their wives work’, they totally rejected the idea. The array of reasons (read excuses) they 
presented were, her not being able to give enough time to the home and chilgren. neglecting him 
and finally, that "she would become proud" of earning money. This provided a glimpse of the true 


osyche of these men, of feeling threatened, challenging their position of power, which was so 


central to their being. 


However, a quarter of the respondents (26.70%) said that they “had to share the responsibilities 


of the house as well" due to their wives added burden of working. They helped their wives by 
cutting vegetables, storing up water and taking care of the children. Unfortunately, a sense of 
insecurity did show up when they added, "...! am the prime earning member. Going out to work is 


her choice... not a compulsion." 


NO FINANCIAL DECISIONS, PLEASE 
Does earning money change power equations at home? We looked at the decision making pattern 


by the wives in these households. Out of a total of 249 responses, 88 responses (35%) indicated 
that wives decide on household matters, followed by matters of child-rearing and their education. 
Only 8 % men claimed that their wives took financial decisions too. What is noteworthy is that as 
many as 92% wives had no say in money matters, even though 45 % wives earned. 


Table 1. Men's responses to the types of decisions taken by their wives 


DECISIONS TAKEN BY WIFE NUMBERS PERCENTAGE 


Running a house 88 73.30% 
Child rearing 68 56.70% 
Child Education 51 42.50% 
Financial matters 20 16.70% 
None 17 14.20% 
Family planning 2.50% 
Other 1.70% 
Total 


EQUALLY DIVIDED ABOUT EQUALITY 

Vo get a wider understanding of men's perception of gender equality in the slum, the survey 
included some specific questions like whether they considered women equal to men, and why. 
Halt the respondents claimed to be progressive and stated that men and women are equal as there 
TS the same amount of responsibility-taking, especially when women step out to work. Some were 
particularly appreciative of women who single handedly managed their homes, and tolerated their 


idle ENS: They seemed to look up to women who could read and write, and could take their 
own decisions. 


we. dR respondents admitted that they did not believe in gender equality (while the remaining 5% 
did not respond). On probing further, these men reasoned that since they were the main bread- 
earners of the family, men shouldered more responsibilities (31 out of 73 multiple responses) 

Also, as the women's limited domain of decision-making hovered around the household and | 
children, they were not equal to men. 12 out of 73 responses considered women . 


unequal to men “by birth" because "God has created them differently". This reflected the typical 
traditional, patriarchal mindset of the respondents. 


20 of the 27 perpetrators did not consider men and women equal. This is probably where gender 
biases arise from. 


Table 2. Men's reasons for considering women not equal to men 


REASONS FOR WOMEN NUMBERS 


PERCENTAGE 
NOT BEING EQUAL 
Responsibility 31 25.80% 
Education 11 9.20% 
Decision Making 19 15.80% 
By birth 12 10.00% 
Access to resources 0 0.00% 
Other 0 0.00% 
Total 73 
ae ee 
Note: 73 out of 120 respondents said that women were not equal to men 
Table 3. Perpetrator's response to whether women are equal to men 
ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 
Yes 6 22.20% 
No 20 74.10% 
No Response 1 3.70% 


Total 27 


_———————————— 


‘'NO' TO WIFE BEATING 

Most men in the community did not approve of wife beating. As many as 86 out of 120 
(71.70%) respondents stated that it was not acceptable if a man beats his wife. Among these, 
75 belong to those of the non-perpetrator. On the contrary, there were a few (7.50% 
respondents) who bluntly approved of the act. They justified it by saying that the only way to 
"keep her on track" was to beat her. Also, "what does one do if she does not listen to her own 
husband? She deserves it". 25% respondents have given a mixed response, enlisting conditions 
that lead to clashes and violence. 


Among the perpetrators, 29.60% approved of domestic violence and 3/% perpetrator gave mixed 
answers. Amazingly, 9 of the 27 perpetrators (33%) disapproved of wife beating and at the same 
time indulged in it. What then compelled these men to get physically aggressive, is something 
that still remains to be answered with more rigorous studies. 


Table 4 Responses of men about whether they approve of wife beating 


IS WIFE BEATING O.K. PERPETRATORS NON PERPETRATORS NO RESPONSE TOTAL 


18 15 1 34 

Yes 15.00% 12.50% 0.80% 28.30% 
9 75 2 86 

No 7.50% 62.50% 1.70% 71.70% 
27 90 3 120 


fe) 
Total 22.50% 2.50% 
Note : ‘Yes’ includes responses of men who approved of violence conditionally 


ti 
Of those who did not approve of spousal violence, they — pe: Oe eee ee ple 
_ Also, beating her would indirectly 
roles and that needed to be appreciated. Also, re 
members. It could also result in heavy medical expenses, if she gets injured in the a 
Humiliation of the battered woman was never provided as a reason oF consequence To 


disapproving this form of violence. 


Table 5. Reasons provided by some respondents about why they considered battering improper 


REASONS FOR CONSIDERING BATTERING IMPROPER FREQUENCY 
"It is not good" ’ 3 
"If my wife gets severely hurt, we have to take care of her and spend money Z 
"She too is an earning member" 1 
"She handles the family" 5 
"It will indirectly affect the other members of the family" 3 
"It is just a method adopted to vent frustration" 3 
"She understands her responsibilities and acts accordingly" 2 
"She is innocent and does not deserve it " j 4 
"Both should be understanding" 3 
"Husband will regret it later " 1 
"She has left her parents house with faith in her husband" 1 
"It is a sin as per our community" 1 
29 


Total 


YET WIFE-BATTERING COMMONPLACE 

We asked men to guess how common domestic violence was in their community. About 44% 
respondents felt that violence occurred in every 5 or 6 out of 10 homes. That makes this 
gruesome act of gender violence commonplace and in total contrast to the above-mentioned, 
where a large number of men have claimed disapproval to wife beating. Obviously, that was a 
feel-good response. Somewhere, and somehow, they realized that socially, domestic violence 
needed to be condemned. 


Table 6. Respondent's estimate on how common domestic violence was in their community 


ESTIMATE OF NO. OF SURVIVORS NUMBERS PERCENTAGE 
IN EVERY 10 HOUSEHOLDS 
Oe eee 


 . 3 2.50% 
np 27 22.50% 
pe 53 44.20% 
7 to 8 18 15.00% 
9 to 10 \ 410% 
No response 14 11.70% 
= 120 100.00% 


IT HARMS, HURTS AND IS ILLEGAL 


Most respondents (74.20%) seemed aware about the physical impact of battering like injuring, 
body pain and weakness. Very few spoke about the psychological impact. Some (10.80%) 
mentioned that continuous torture on the wife may lead to restlessness, tension, stops eating, 
desire to commit suicide or deserting the family. As many as 87.50% respondents including 89% 
of the perpetrators) are also aware that wife beating is illegal and severely punishable. 


ILL-EFFECTS ON CHILDREN 


More than half the respondents (66.70%) seemed aware that the prevalence of domestic violence 
adversely affected children in the family as they "cry, are afraid, fall ill frequently, don't study 
properly". 52 out of 144 responses indicated having a psychological and physical impact on 
them. 48 responses indicated having an impact on the socialization of their children, as they 
would probably imbibe these values and imitate their parents in their adult life. In contrast, as 


many as 38 out of 144 responses stated that violence at home would have no effect on the 
children. 


SELF BLAME OR FACE SAVING 


Half the respondents (55.80%) blamed the husbands followed by blaming both, the husband 
and wife (18.30%) for being responsible for these violent fights. In fact, this was also the finding 
during the FGD. It is clear that men realize that in this case, they are themselves to blame. Data 
of the perpetrators follow a similar pattern wherein 48.20% have blamed the husband. 


BLAME THE SPIRIT OR NO FOOD TO EAT BUT TOO MUCH TO DRINK 

The study also wanted to find out what men felt were the reasons for domestic violence. Out of 
264 multiple responses, 91 mentioned alcohol addiction as the prime culprit. Most men probably 
sought great refuge in "drinking", as they "lost control” once drunk. Burdened with many worries, 
beating to them, seemed an easy outlet. 74 out of 264 responses mentioned economic pressures 
of living life amidst poverty and unsure employment. A feeling of dissatisfaction and frustration 
looms large at the end of the day. A few respondents also mentioned suspicion about one's 
spouse, as a reason for battering. 


Of the 27 perpetrators in the survey, 37.10% have blamed the husband's alcohol addiction, 
followed by economic stress (24.20%) and suspicion about their own wives, as a reason for 
abuse. 


Feels threatened, 
challenging 

their position of 
power which 1s so 
central to 

their being. 

A respondent on what change will 
be brought in a man’s life if his 
wife goes to work. 
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Table 7. Men’s reasons for domestic violence. 


GENERAL REASONS PERPETRATORS NON PERPETRATORS NO RESPONSE TOTAL 


FOR VIOLENCE 5 tt ote «va ___ ee ee 


1 74 

Economic 15 58 . ‘ 
5.70% 22: 00% ee 0.40% 28.00% 

ae. a 31 : 45 

IS n 14 
Doubt/Suspicio Biase 11.70% Dis, 17.00% 
Cet ae ame wy | 66 2 91 
Addict 23 

e- 8.70% 25.00% 0.80% 34.50% 
Social 7 3 9 . 12 
1.10% 3.40% 4.50% 

“Household chores 7 29 2 38 
2.70% 11.00% 0.80% 14.40% 

‘Illiteracy of men 1 : 1 
0.40% 0.40% 

~ |iliteracy of women - 1 - 1 
0.40% 0.40% 

Other — } 2 : 2 
0.80% 0.80% 
Total 62 197 5 264 

23.50% 74.60% 1.90% 


POLICE- HELPING OR HURTING THE ISSUE 

As many as 80 % respondents had heard of abuse survivors complaining about their husbands to 
the police. This unusually high number of women reaching out for police help could be due to the 
easy access of the police station to the slum. It could also be an overestimation, when women 
threaten and frighten their husbands to put them behind bars for beating them. However, 66.70% 
respondents disapproved of wives turning to the justice system for help. 21 of the 27 

perpetrators would fall in this category. They all believed that it was also the woman's 
responsibility to keep the marriage together, come what may. The concept that violence against 


women especially spouse abuse, is a private family matter is a common attitude within the 
community. 


TIT FOR TAT 


Only 17.50% respondents bravely approved of wives beating their husbands in retaliation. Most 


men, including 25 of the 27 perpetrators, disapproved of husband- beating probably as it went 
grossly against patriarchal ideology. 


There is no reinforcement that crimes 
such as domestic violence are indeed 
crimes and unacceptable... | 


In this section, we are slowly moving in, closer to understanding the psychological makeup of 
men. After trying to understand the socio- cultural factors that influence men and their views 
about gender equity and status of women, this section focuses on reasons of abuse- what 
perceptions influence abusive behaviour. 


THE FIRST STEP 

So what do they think really triggers the uncontrollable fury in a man that leads to slapping, 
beating, punching, hitting and other forms of physical injury (in accordance to the scope of the 
study)? We asked the respondents what, about their wives’ behavior, upset them. 40 out of 126 
responses were defensive, stating that there was nothing about their spouses that annoyed them 
enough ‘to raise a hand’. "We are both understanding, and she behaves and acts according to my 
wishes”, they said. Another 35 respondents seemed dissatisfied with their wives about their 
nagging, complaining nature, rudeness, untidiness, poor cooking, neglecting children and 
disrespectful towards elders of the family. They felt their wives did not fulfill their duties of being a 
good housewife. Some also felt the wives’ attitude towards the husbands was annoying like her 
rudeness, denial of sex and her suspicious nature (24 out of 126 responses). Sometimes, the 
husbands tended to get suspicious of their wives’ over-friendly, gossipy nature (12 out of 126 
responses). Secrecy about her savings, borrowing and lending money without his consent, being a 
spendthrift were some other reasons cited for their annoyance over money matters. A few 
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' natal homes, as 
respondents hinted at unwanted and unnecessary interference from their wives 


being a constant irritant. 


A NEED TO KEEP HER IN LINE AND IN TOW Ze ON : : 
40.80% respondents admitted to having thought of punishing their wives, if ever she got "out of 


(due to the above mentioned reasons). Of the 27 perpetrators, 16 of them had admitted to 
claimed the thought had never passed their minds. 


Assuming their sum (30 men) 


line” 
the thought. Of the total respondents 34.20% : 
30 out of 120 respondents refused to respond to this question. : | 
could also be added to the ones who have admitted to harboring plans of subjugation and 

repression for their wives, a fairly large proportion of men (66% respondents) would fall in the 


category of wanting to punish their wives. 


Table 8. Men's response about whether they had ever thought of punishing their wives 


er ee 
EVER THOUGHT OF PERPETRATORS NON PERPETRATORS NO RESPONSE TOTAL 


PUNISHING THEIR WIVES 


Yes 16 "33 - 49 

13.30% 27.50% - 40.80% 

No 7 34 - 41 

5.80% 28.30% - 34.20% 

No Response 4 23 3 30 

3.30% 19.20% 2.50% 25.00% 

Total 27 90 3 120 
22.50% 75.00% 2.50% 


PUNISH BY BEATING 

Of the total respondents, 22.50% men admitted to having punished their wives by beating her, 
over the last one month. While 7.50% refused to answer this query, 70% respondents denied 
getting physically aggressive with their wives in the last month. 


Table 9. Number of respondents who had battered their wives in the last one month 


BATTERING IN LAST ONE MONTH FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE 
Yes | 27 22.50% 
No 84 70.00% 
No response 9 7.50% 
Total 120 100.00% 


Some of them, however, admitted to physically abusing their wives till recently for reasons- like 
marrying at an early age and the couple's immature behaviour, desire for a baby boy- fuelled with 
addiction in most cases. Two respondents mentioned that they stopped getting violent as they 
now have grown up children. 


PART OF SOCIALIZATION? OR CULTURE OF VIOLENCE ? 

About 71.70% men in the survey (and 66% perpetrators) had not seen their fathers beating their 
mothers. When they were asked about legacy of domestic violence in their homes, only 23% 
respondents stated that their fathers used to beat up their mothers. However, they explained, that 


may or may not influence the perpetrator's behavior as sometimes, they wanted to be "unlike the 
man who created those bad memories". 


Also, 7 out 120 respondents said that their wives were beaten by other family members. 


\ | a 
N\ — ISS No SA le 


“ 


The Response |System 


ailable to couples in an abusive relationship do not 


Internal and external mechanisms that are av 
for a long term solution. We 


seem to work-either as a remedial mechanism or as a preventive tool- 


looked at some of the options people in the slum had. 


ATTER OR A LARGER CONCERN 
To explore possible interventions that are available to couples in an abusiv 
willingness to seek help, we asked respondents whether they felt domestic violence was a 
personal or a social problem. They confirmed the longstanding belief that many considered it a 
private matter (80.80% respondents). Majority of them felt that it was a matter of family prestige. 
Some men felt that since it was a daily feature in some homes, the matter needs no special 
attention, and no wider audience! Only 11.70% respondents considered it a public issue because 
of its high prevalence across caste, class, religion and locality. 
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ETHICAL DILEMMA-A FAMILY M 
e relationship and their 
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her domestic violence is a private or a public issue 


NUMBERS PERCENTAGE 


Table 10. Views about whet 


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IS A PERSONAL OR 


SOCIAL PROBLEM 
80.80% 


Personal Problem 97 


Social Problem 14 11.70% 
Both 1 0.80% 
No response 8 6.70% 

120 100.00% 


FORMS OF HELP AVAILABLE 
A majority of the respondents claimed that help was always available for such matters, primarily 


from relatives and neighbors. In contrast, 10% respondents insisted that there was no help 
available in the area to stop such aggression. If however, the matter turned serious, it was taken 
to the Panch (local committee of specific caste and religious groups) for a ‘solution’ (14% 
respondents).In addition, 3.30% men said that the police was approached in some cases and that 
they played no preventive role. They in fact encouraged women to suffer in silence. And thus 


encouraged men to perpetrate... 


Table 11. Men's opinion on whether help is available to stop domestic violence 


HELP TO STOP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE NUMBERS PERCENTAGE 
Yes 98 81.70% 
No 12 10.00% 
No Response 10 8.30% 
Total 120 100.00% 


Table 12. Type of help available at the family level 


HELP AT PERSONAL LEVEL NUMBERS PERCENTAGE 
Help of relatives & neighbours 83 69.20% 
Father 1 0.80% 
Se 36 30.00% 

ota 120 100.00% 


Table 13. Type of help available at the community level 
a ee en ee a Uf 


HELP AT COMMUNITY LEVEL NUMBERS PERCENTAGE 

Panch 

Police ys a 8 

ee 99 82.50% 
120 100.00% 


FROM OUR FIELD NOTES 


nit mia that the police preferred to do little enforcing and spent more time mediating. 
@ seemed a general trend to compromise domestic violence cases. As there is ambiguity with 
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 


We asked respondents how they would react if their sister or daughter were caught in a similar 
situation. 27% respondents said they would make the couple understand and 22% said they 
would not interfere, as it was a family matter. 19 respondents said they would help 'to solve the 
problem’ while 15 men did not respond to this at all. Other reactions ranged from ‘will scold both 
of them', ‘will beat the person at fault’ to 'she deserves the beating’. 


HOW TO STOP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Though many were of the opinion that it was a private matter, more than three quarter 
respondents felt there was a need to curb domestic violence. They suggested that prohibition of 


alcohol must be strictly enforced, since that is the main culprit. As high as 81.50% perpetrators 
felt the need to stop domestic violence. 


Various interventions were suggested like a more effective role for the police, a more active 
involvement of the local Panchayat and awareness creation by government mass media. Area wise 


couple counseling centres and people's committees was seen as a popular choice for crisis 
management. 


Table 14. List of suggestions on what can be done to curb domestic violence 


SUGGESTIONS FREQUENCY 


"Help the couple to get some legal solutions” 4 
"Can talk to the couple" 2% 
"Both should be punished (husband and wife) " 3 
"Police can help” 3 
"Group or committee should be formed that works on the issue" 6 
"Should stop men from drinking" 2 
"A counseling center should be started" 4 
"Government should intervene on such issues” 1 
"Women should be calmed" a 
"Need to change the society" 1 
"Give employment to women and make them economically independent" 1 
"Pressurize the couple not to inflict DOMESTIC VIOLENCE" 1 
"Should find the real cause and solve the problem" 1 
"Panchayat can help” 1 
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"Wen consider violence against 
women one medium to vent their 
frustration "40 year old perpetrator. 


CHAPTER 7 


To further understand men's perspective about domestic violence, we analyzed some of the 
controversies that arose in their responses as part of our enquiries. We cross-tabulated selected 
responses with certain variables. This provided insights of how standards differ for the 
respondents when it came to anything that threatened their 'manhood' and superior status. 


One of the most difficult questions for the respondents to answer was whether they felt that men 


and women are equal. It is interesting to note the results of cross tabulation with some other 
opinions 


Yes, men and women are equal but.. 


HOUSEKEEPING IS NOT OUR DOMAIN 


While a large number of women in the slum are wage-earners (45%), very few men help out in the 


Nnouse. The above table reveals that while half the husbands may have claimed to believe in gender 
equality (by agreeing to men and women being equal), as few as 10% respondents 


provided both domestic and economic help. Another 10% men admitted to offering no help to their 
working wives. 9.20% respondents have not responded to the type of contribution they made on 
the home front. Another 9.20% men who believed in the equality of sexes, only contributed on the 
domestic front (by way of storing water, buying vegetables and occasionally cooking) and no 
economic support was provided! Thus, as the above reveals, very few husbands really believed in 
what they said, as their actions did not confirm their claims! 


Table 15. Contribution by husband in house/Are men and women equal ? 


CONTRIBUTION BY __ ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL TOTAL 
HUSBAND IN HOUSE YES NO NO RESPONSE 

Economic 11 10 ys 23 

9.20% 8.30% 1.70% 19.20% 

Domestic 11 5 - 16 

9.20% 4.20% 13.30% 

Others 3 2 - 5 

2.50% 1.70% 4.20% 

Economic and Domestic 72 6 : 18 

10.00% 5.00% 15.00% 

Economic, Domestic and Other - 1 - 1 

0.80%  __ 0.80% 

No help vik 9 1 23 

10.80% 7.50% 0.80% 19.20% 

No Response 11 20 3 34 

9.20% 16.70% 2.50% 28.30% 

Total 61 53 6 120 


50.80% 44.20% 5.00% 


JUST LEAVE THE BIG DECISIONS TO US 

Most husbands revealed that their wives primarily decided on matters such as household affairs, 
child rearing and education of children. This holds true also among husbands who claimed they 
saw women equal to men! Few women were allowed to decide about financial matters, even if she 
herself earned it (45 % wives were earning members). Decisions related to family planning was 
definitely not part of a woman's domain. 


HEY! HANDS OFF 

Of the 61 responses who considered men and women as equal, 50 did not approve of wives 
beating her husband in retaliation to being beaten. Culturally, it seems just not acceptable (41% of 
all respondents). So, when it came to physical blows and men were to be on the receiving end, 


their belief in equality weakened ! 


Table 16. Do husbands approve if wife beats him/Are men and women equal ? 


DO YOU APPROVE IF WIFE ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL TOTAL 
BEATS HER HUSBAND YES NO NO RESPONSE 
Approved 11 4 3 21 
9.20% 5.80% 2.50% 
Not Approved 50 46 3 99 
41.70% 38.30% 2.50% 
61 53 6 120 
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DON'T DRAG THE POLICE INTO THIS 
About 32.50% respondents were of the opinion that while women and men were equal, women 


should not complain to the police about battering they faced from their husbands. This pn the 
double standards that the male respondents held and the fact that deep down under, they tru y 
believed that domestic violence is an internal, private matter. Dragging the matter into the judicial 
domain seemed to threaten them, as that would take away their "freedom" to vent their anger and 


frustration on their most intimate partner. 


Table 17. Should wives report domestic violence to the police/Are men and women equal 


SHOULD WIVES REPORT ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL TOTAL 

TO THE POLICE YES NO NO RESPONSE 

Women should report 39 39 2 80 
32.50% 32.50% 1.70% 

Women shouldn't report a2 14 4 40 
18.30% 11.70% 3.30% 

Total 61 53 6 120 


AN OCCASIONAL BASHING DOESN'T MATTER 

Finally, we examined how many respondents who vouched for equality in sexes felt the need to 
stop domestic violence. 41.70% respondents fell into this category. However, as many as 
32.50% respondents, who believed in equality did not see the need to stop this all-pervasive form 
of abuse! 


Again, 41.70% respondents said that both sexes were equal and also said that they did not 
approve of wife battering. 


Table 18. Is there a need to stop Domestic Violence/Are men and women equal 


IS THERE A NEED TO ARE MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL TOTAL 
STOP DOMESTIC VIOLENCE YES NO NO RESPONSE 
Yes 5G - 39 4 93 
41.70% 32.50% 3.30% 77.50% 
No 14 14 2 27 
9.20% 11.70% 1.70% 22.50% 
Total 61 33 6 120 
50.80% 44.20% 5.00% 
Table 19. Is wife beating acceptable/Are men and women equal 
IS WIFE BATTERING PROPER MEN AND WOMEN EQUAL TOTAL 
| YES NO NO RESPONSE 
Approved 11 22 1 34 
a en | 9.20% 18.30% 0.80% 
Not Approved 50 31 5 86 
a Oe 10% 25.80% 4.20% 
Total 61 53 120 


No, wife beating is not OK but... 


AN ILLEGAL ACT 


18% of the respondents seemed to be aware that domestic violence is a legal offence, yet 


approved of it, conditionally. A large number of the men we spoke to (61.70%) did not approve of 
wife beating and were aware of its illegal status. 


‘TRUE EQUALITY’ 


13.30% of the respondents disapproved of men battering women but approved of the wife beating 
her husband in retaliation. 


CULTURE OF VIOLENCE - A MYTH 

We realized that many men who had witnessed violence at home (victimizing the mother) as 
children did not approve of wife battering (50%). Another 20% respondents had never seen their 
mothers being victimized in violence, yet approved of domestic violence, conditionally. 


The following is a comparative table, which depicts contradictions within the perpetrators. The 
comparative table provides what they felt were general reasons for domestic violence and reasons 
for beating their own wives. 


Table 20. Comparison about behaviour of wife that upsets the perpetrator and reason mentioned 
by the perpetrator for battering his wife, and general reasons for domestic violence 


~y 


) 
PERPE | "BEHAVIOUR THAT UPSETS| REASON FOR BEATING WIFE | 
TRATORS ME"(THE PERPETRATORS) | IN THE LAST ONE MONTH 


GENERAL REASONS FOR 
VIOLENCE ACCORDING 
TO PERPETRATORS 


A "If | am drunk and she 
speaks too much” 
B "Her aggressive and 


Addiction, economic 
and doubt 

_ Doubt, addiction 
and economic 


"| was drunk and she speaks 
too much" 
"For her rude nature” 


rude nature” = 
Reason not mentioned 


C "No such behaviour _ Addiction, economic 
upsets” _ and doubt 
D "Shouts at me” Doesn't remember Household matter 
the reason |_and addiciton 
E "Shouts/speaks loudly and "Suspicious nature and - Doubt, addiction,social, 


her suspicious nature” listened to what others say" household matter 


| Addiction, economic 


5 "Giving money to others "| was drunk and 
without my permission” had gambled" and doubt 
G "Her suspicious nature, "Because of her Economic, addiction 


small matter” 


spending habit and consult 
her mother on every 


suspicious nature " 


and household matter 


2 : 
Doubt, social, 


H "Gossiping, disobeying" "Some problem in 
their business" economic, addiction 
Lae household matter 
| "Doesn't respect elders, "Didn't cook as per Economic and addiction 
talks with other men, my wish" 
doesn't allow sex" 
J "Doesn't obey me, and Reason not mentioned 


speaks against my parents" 


F 
| 
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PERPE | "BEHAVIOUR THAT UPSETS REASON FO 
TRATORS| ME"(THE PERPETRATORS) 


R BEATING WIFE | GENERAL REASONS FOR 


IN THE LAST ONE MONTH VIOLENCE ACCORDING 
TO PERPETRATORS 


K "No behavior of hers, Reason not mentioned Economic and addiction 
upsets me “ - — 
L "Her addiction to Economic, addiction and 
household matter = 
M "Gossiping" — ae Economic and addiction 
N "Shouts at me in front of Reason not mentioned Household matter and 
children or against addiction 
my mother" 
O "Doesn't listen to me "Because | was in a Economic, addiction 
and shouts" bad mood (angry)" and social 
P "Doesn't agree to "Didn't allow sex" Economic, other 
having sex" ao (extra marital affair) 
Q "Shouts at children, Addiction 
keeps home untidy" 
R "If she doesn't cook" "Had left home without Doubt 
ss 
S " Her disobeying nature" "| was angry and she Household matter 
disobeyed me" and addiction 
i "Watching too many movies,| "Gave money to her Financial, addiction, 
doesn't take proper care of | mother and went out doubt, other (lending 
children, irresponsible without informing me" money to her relatives) 
behaviour" 
U "| drink and so fight on Doubt and addiction 
small matters" 
V "Her complaining nature" "Didn't take proper care Household matter, 
of children" economic, addiction 
and doubt 
W "Her shouting" "Because of money problem" | Economic and addiction 
X "Her drinking habit" "She was drinking too much" | Addiction 
b "Her gossiping habit" "Her quarrel with my Doubt, addiction and 
brother in law" economic 
Z "She talks/calls people "Talks to people whom Addiction and Doubt 
whom | don't like" | disapprove of" 
Al "No such behaviour" "Because of children" Economic and addiction 


“A,B,C... represent responses of the same individual (i.e. the perpetrator). 


IN CONCLUSION 


It is more than clear from the study that though men disapprove of domestic violence, yet many 
become abusers. There seem to be some inner compulsions of men that need to be thoroughly 
understood, before a strategy can be evolved to fight this demeaning, humiliating menace. 


We observed a number of contradictions in their general perception about women and in their 
perception and standards they hold for their own wives. These double standards on gender equity, 
their feeling of helplessness in case their own sister or daughter were victimized, the insensitivity 
they display towards their own wives, the great reassurance that the inefficient legal system 
provides - all have a role to play in converting a husband into a perpetrator. 


A multi-pronged approach involving the family members, community, police, health care centres 
and the education system, needs to work together to start making a difference. Gender sensitivity 
training through broad-based campaigns seems to be an urgent prerequisite. Our experience tells 
us that protests by victims and organized women's groups act as important platforms for the 
victims. The time has come to move away from a reliance on self-reported cases of violence 
(which is poor, to say the least) to standardized interviewing procedures in health and hospital 


settings to better identify abuse cases. It is time to recognize domestic violence as a Public Health 
issue. 


"It ig her suspicious nature 
that irritates me and leads to 
clashes. It instigates 
me to beat her " neports a 46 year old vendor and 


local leader, aS one of the reasons that leads to violence. 
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CASE HISTORY 


pation; he did his schooling only till fifth standard because of 


f 22 with a 21 years old girl from his community, he 

e and took it up as a profession. On daily basis, he 

d his friends' company both at work place and 
nds a few enemies also entered his life 
ddicted to these, his money ran short. 
gs spent all his hard earned 


Raju, 26, is a truck driver by occu 
disinterest in studies. Married at the age o 
started driving a vehicle at a very young ag 
earned enough to feed his family of two. He enjoye 
around his house but unfortunately along with his frie 
named liquor, drugs (charas) and gambling. After getting a : 
He had adopted a routine of going for work by day and in the evenin 


money on his vices. 


His wife is an uneducated beautiful young woman, confined to the four walls of the house. He did 
not send her out for work, as according to him, it is not accepted by his community/religion. She 
is pressurized to stay at home, do the household chores, and speak less and respectfully no 
matter how she is being treated. Day after day she felt pained as the pathetic plight of her 
husband and all his earning going in vain. She gradually started revolting against her husband by 
shouting at him. In retaliation to this the only way that he could shut her up was to show his 
strength through physical violence. It soon became a routine matter she would shout at him or 
speak in a disrespectful manner whenever he came home drunk or had gambled and he would 
start beating her. At times when he is gambling or drinking somewhere around their house, she 


used to pick a fight right there! 


There is a complete of contrast between what he says and what he does, as he believes in men - 
women equality but he himself is one of the perpetrators and has beaten his wife in open many 
times. Moreover, he thinks that Domestic Violence is a personal matter wherein others need not 
be involved; the couple themselves has to solve the problem. 


There is nobody around who can help the victim to get her out from the trap of the perpetrator. 
Nobody has the answer to when the routine cycle of drinking, gambling and subsequent violence 
would stop and how. 


Raju is a Pseudonym 


Investigators 
(Field notes: 16th January 2002) 
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RESEARCHER'S EXPERIENCE 


Domestic Violence is a topic which | had never seen or heard of and starting a research on that; 
especially talking and understanding men's psyche seemed to be tough, at times an impossible ice 
for me. It took me some time to know and understand the existing problem. | browsed through 
various books and reports, which talked about Domestic Violence. Moreover guidance from the 
director Dr. Lakdawala, our co-ordinator and other experts in the respective field helped me to 


understand the issue in depth. | realized that understanding the issue through books and on papers 
is totally different from experiencing it in the field. 


During the years of working, Sanchetana has developed an image of a place for women to visit 
and share either their health or personal problem. But people were amazed to see that the team 
members are filling forms by talking to the men in the community. This news spread in the 
community within a few days of starting our research. Some of the respondents were hesitant to 
talk to the researcher and few really looked forward and speak out their minds. Many of them 


thought that we were going to provide some financial help to them and kept on inquiring about 
what they would get out of it. 


The community seemed to wonder what a girl wanted to talk to the men about and that too, with 
no interference from any of the family members. The women didn't want to nor liked to talk about 
the issue, as they have learnt to live and survive in the same condition. 


‘Thus, the range of behaviour of the respondents were found to be vast, as on one hand they didn't 
consider it an issue to be discussed and hesitant, while on the other hand some were more than 
willing to share their experiences. It really hurt and frustrated me when after all our efforts some of 
the respondents harshly denied consent and asked us to walk out of their house. Such behaviour 
made us wonder why the respondent felt so threatened. He becomes more aware of his behaviour 
and at least might start thinking of his inappropriate behaviour with his wife. 


Many times it happened that we went to meet a person and he was repeatedly not available and 
even if present, he would be under the influence of alcohol or denied to respond. It became a 
difficult state to decide on what to do with such people. In contrast to that, there were also men 
who though in the same spirited state, understood what we were talking about and discussed the 
issue in detail, talked about regrets they have in their married life. They even talked about their 
personal problems either in their work, about their daughters or sons oF anybody around. They 
always looked with some hope in their eyes towards us and kept faith in us that we might provide 
them some solution, which unfortunately we were not able to provide right away. 


Being a first time experience in my life to work in the slums has provided me immense knowledge 
of day-to-day struggle faced by the people here. Miles away from the bookish theories, it has 
brought me close to the harsh realities of life which otherwise | would have never known. Apart 
from the reality we are positive enough to bring change in the thinking of the community/society 
and make them aware about the sufferings of women. As the word goes ‘think positive and be 
optimistic’ will definitely change things in the society. 


Payal Rajput 
(Investigator) 
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APPENDIX - A 


Summary of the Focus Group Discussion (FGD) 
held with men on Domestic Violence. 


Nearly 46 men from across four slum pockets where Sanchetana is operational participated ina 
Focus Group Discussion that was meant to understand men's perception about wife battering. 
They were conveniently grouped so that one team had members from Community Based 
Organizations (CBO) including their Pramukh (leader) and the other, rest of the community men. 
Most of them were daily wagers and schooled not beyond 7th class. 


Facilitators encouraged them to talk sans any inhibitions, as it wasn't an issue worth an invitation! 
Observer's note underlines the stark difference among the group in responding to the questions 
asked. Though they did not belittle the awfulness of domestic violence, members from the CBO 
almost reconfirmed their stand only after they had gotten a virtual nodding from their pramukh. 
Most of them seemed to make efforts to react in a fashion that wasn't politically incorrect, while 


the commoners were all by themselves. 


Domestic Violence to most of them was entirely a private matter bearing individual engraving and 
society is no way held responsible, what so ever be the repercussions. Mandal (CBO) leader was 
glad to pronounce that none of their 85-member group ever resorted to domestic violence, a 
prerequisite to get an entry into the Mandal. There was a general consensus as they viewed that 
women are the initiators of any fight, small or big. 


ls Domestic Violence in any way a product of patriarchal norms? ‘Patriarchy’ is a highly alien word 
and the men could not comprehend on the same. In villages where people know each other's 
families for ages try not to malign their family standing, being receptive to wife abuse. Urban 
slums have a different story to narrate; families are easy prey to their struggle for the survival of 
the fittest. Anguish, despondency, annoyance remains in the backdrop, spurring any trivial issue 
into badly ill-treating the partner. 


Suspicion, they felt always led to hard hitting physical abuse. Women suspect their husbands to 
have illicit relationships with other woman and raise false alarm. While they themselves would be 
befriending community men when the husbands are away, exclaimed some. CBO members tried to 
analyze the plight as they opined that unemployment leads to frustration among the men, a spell 
that requires fullest support from their wives. Instead women downpours with unending reproach 
only to get bashed up by "innocent" husbands! 


Domestic Violence cuts across the age or class distinctions, they felt. In joint families sister-in-laws 
and mother in laws are there to instigate fight, ticketing "women are the worst enemies of women 
" and husbands are left to Swing between the whims and fantasies of these women, alleged the 
men. Educated men have patience and understanding so they would hesitate to lift their hands on 
their wives, was the general thinking among the group. 


Asked if domestic violence had any impact on the health of the victims, participants were rather 
found to be vacillating on their opinion. Some Said if the blow was real hard it would certainly 
necessitate medical attention but not otherwise. Some home-remedies would cure the bruises. 
Suicidal tendencies are commonly found psychological "disorder" among women, they felt. 


CBO members out rightly denied about their intervention in tackling cases of domestic violence, as 
they believed that community support would be nil and may even invite troubles! Though all of 


everyone. 


Sandhya Surendradas 
(FGD Facilitator) Feb. 2001 


APPENDIX - B 


INFORMED CONSENT FORM 


Points of consent: 


its Your household has been selected because the sampling method we used has 
picked you up. 


2: The information gathered from you will be kept confidential and will not be used 
against you. 


a. The researchers will not force you to answer any question against your wish. 


4. You are allowed to discontinue the interview, whenever you feel 
uncomfortable with any of the questions. 


5 Your identity will not be revealed in any case. 


CONSENT FORM 


| am satisfied with the clarification and explanation of the research project. | 


hereby respond to the questions with all my consent. 


OR 


| have read the questionnaire on behalf of and hereby he is 
ready to respond to the questions with all his consent. 


i 


Signature 


OU i re 
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APPENDIX - C 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


Men's Perspective and Behaviour on 
Domestic/Spousal Violence 


Form No. : 
Lane/Landmark : 


SECTION (A) 


2 


5. 


Address : 


2 SS a eee 


Couple's information : 


Remarks 


Joint Family/Nuclear Family : 


Family Members : 


nn 


Number of Children : 


a 


SECTION (B) 


6. 


What does your wife do? 


Should there be a change in her duties when she is working? How? 


What is your contribution in the house if she is working? 


Economic ae A Domestic 
i 
Other 


10. 


i 


F2. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


+6. 


Lig @ 


What type of decision does your wife take at home? 


Child rearing Financial (major) 


Have a child Child Education 


Running of a house None 


Other 
Do you think that men and women are equal? 


Yes No 


SIGN CO AM a nn renee ee 


‘(b) If no, why? 


Responsibility Education 
Gender (by birth) Decision Making 
Access to resources __———Ss—CSsCS thine 


Is it acceptable to commit violence against wife? 


Yes 


No 


Why 


Has anyone around you reported about violence, against her husband to the 
police, panchayat or any mandal? 


Yes No 


Do you approve if a wife files a report of violence against her by her husband 
in the police station? 


Yes No 


Do you know that violence against wife is a legal offence? 
Yes No 


Do you approve if a wife beats her husband? 


No 


Wes: . sauemee 


— 


Out of 10 women what do you think how many women would be victims of 
Domestic Violence? 


fe): ee ee ee ee 


Who is responsible for the violence against women? How much? 


Others (neighbours) a ae 
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18. 


19. 


20. 


> 
What are the reasons for violence against wife by husband: 


Economic Alcoholism 


Illiteracy of women Illiteracy of men 


Suspicion Others 
t of Domestic Violence on the health of women? 


Are you aware of any adverse effec 


Yes No 


If yes, Physical 


Psychological 
Are you aware of any adverse effect of Domestic Violence on the health of 


Onion? How? ee ee 
a ee ee: 


SECTION (C) 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


What behaviour of your wife upsets you? 


Have you ever thought of punishing your wife? Why and how? 
Have you ever beaten your wife in the last one-month? 
Yes No 


If yes, when and why? 


(a) What will you do if similar violence is committed with your sister or daughter? 


(b) Have you ever seen your father beating your mother? 
(c ) Does anybody else in your house beat your wife? 


According to you Domestic Violence is a public or a private affair? Why? 


a ee ee eee ee ee 


SECTION (D) 


27. 


28. 


£9. 


Are there any internal interventions/support mechanisms for the matters related to 
Domestic Violence? 


Yes No 


At Individual level : 


At Community level : 


Do you think there is a need to curb the incidence of Domestic Violence? 
Yes No 


What do you think should be done to make the place free of violence? 
What would you do? 2 


What can you do? 


What others can do? 


INTERVIEWER'S OBSERVATION 


Was the interviewee alone during the interview? 


Yes No 


——————————————— 


(a) If yes, Right through beginning 


nn nnn UE EEEEUEEEEE EERE 


Partly 
(b) If no, what was the relation of the present person 


EEE eee Le. 


Comments about respondents behaviour 


Comments about respondents behaviour on specific question : 


eee 


{ee Sa 


a 


Date : Name of the Interviewer 
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